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What You’ll Learn

• Dispelling Myths about 
Advocacy

• Update on Issues of the Day
• Easy Ways to Advocate
• Tips and Tricks
• How to learn about the 

issues



The Arc Families were Pioneers

• Families were the pioneers of The Arc 
movement – they couldn’t find services for their 
children; so they created them.

• Movement grew from the 1930s to formalized 
groups in the 1950s across the country

• Public policy was an early part of The Arc as 
members sought to establish services and 
supports 

• The Arc now includes the power of self-
advocates.

• The Arc has been involved nearly every major 
issue affecting people with disabilities.
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The Arc is seen as the leading advocate for and with  

people with I/DD

4



What do you care about? 
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Dispelling Myths

• What are reasons people 
don’t know their 
legislators or contact 
them? 

• Why don’t people act on 
the issues they care about?

• What’s happening now that 
needs your input? 



The Wisconsin State 
Budget is being
decided now.



Why is the State Budget Important?

• It is passed every two years and includes funding 

programs and services important to people with 

disabilities (like Family Care/IRIS, special education, 

children’s long-term supports, Medicaid)

• The budget determines how much money will be spent 

on different state programs and services.



Issues in the Budget: Special Education Funding

Reimbursement
rates have
fallen from a
high of 70% in
1980 to the new
low of 24.5 % in
2017.
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Issues in the Budget: Special Education Funding



Governor’s 
proposal to 
fix the 
situation

Increase special education 
categorical aid to 30% 
reimbursement, $75 million 
in 2019-2020.

Increase special education 
categorical aid to 60% 
reimbursement, $531 
million 2020-2021 year.*

* Supported by the bi-partisan Blue Ribbon Commission. 
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Issues in the Budget: Transition

• Increases amount of funding school districts can receive 
for special education transition incentive grants 

• Increases funding for special education transition 
readiness grants (140 applications in year one; only 
enough funding for 37 awards)

• Supports continued expansion of Project SEARCH 
(Currently 27 sites) 



Transition Readiness Grants – 2019 FY 
(37 awards)

Examples:

• CESA 10 

Bloomer School District $35,000 

Cadott School District $43,000 

Osseo-Fairchild School District $43,000

• CESA 11 

Ellsworth Community School District $30,000 

Hudson School District $30,000 

River Falls School District $40,000



Issues in the Budget: Caregiver Crisis

• 85% of all people with disabilities cannot find paid 
help to meet all their care hours. 

• Agencies report a worker turnover rate of 50%.

• Direct care workers make an average of 
$10.47/hour and often do not have access to health 
care benefits.



Issues in the Budget: Caregiver Crisis

• Increase of $29M to the Family Care direct care and 
services capitated rate 

• 1.5 percent rate increase for Medical Assistance 
Personal Care (raises the agency rate to $16.98; ave 
wage currently $10.47) $17.7 million

• Budget does not address caregiver wages in IRIS or self-
directed employees in Family Care



Issues to Watch: Caregiver Crisis

• Caregiver Task Force

• Created by Governor Evers (Executive Order #11)  

• Charged with finding ways to address low wages, lack of 
health care and other benefits, training and support.

• These challenges will need tangible proposals and funding



Issues in the Budget: 
Children’s Long Term Support Program

• Changes funding mechanism, permanently 
eliminates waiting list for kids with disabilities; 
1019 waiting

• Establishes children’s Ombudsman 

• Funds improvements to intake and eligibility 
screening functions, support for families 
navigating the system.

• Who is waiting? 
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p01
689.pdf

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p01689.pdf


Issues in the Budget: Dental Care

• $5M for payments to dental providers that serve Medicaid 
recipients with physical and intellectual disabilities

• 50% increase in Medicaid reimbursement for non-profit 
dental providers who serve 50% or more of people who 
don’t have dental insurance or who use Medicaid (42 
clinics)

• 30% increase in Medicaid reimbursement for for-profit 
dental providers who serve at least 5% of persons in 
Medicaid. 

• License for dental therapists.



Issues in the budget: Medicaid

• Allow people making up to 138% of the Federal 
Poverty Level (FPL) to access health care 
through BadgerCare

• low-income people with disabilities, family 
caregivers, and low-income workers providing care 
services for people with disabilities.

• 30% of Wisconsin’s paid caregiving workforce is in 
BadgerCare

• family caregivers are also in BadgerCare.

Expansion brings in $325,000,000; Reinvestment is $1.5 
billion



Issues in the Budget: Mental Health

• $63M for access to mental health services for 
school age children: additional school staff, 
including nurses, counselors, psychologists. 

• Funding to establish five new regional crisis 
centers; state will pick up county crisis
intervention ($39 million)

• Raises Medicaid rates for physicians and medical 
clinics providing mental health, behavioral health 
and psychiatric services: $69 million

• NO expansion of the Child Psychiatry Consultation 
program. (48 counties have none)



What’s Next: The Legislature Decides if 
Your Issue is Their Priority



Easy Action Steps

• Find out or confirm who represents you

• Write down 3 talking points

• Think of your best story on the issue

• Make contact! 

Call your legislator now: 1-800-362-9472



Contacting Your STATE Legislators

Get your state legislator’s contact 

information: http://legis.wisconsin.gov. 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http://legis.wisconsin.gov/&data=02|01||0520de96c34a4307256408d5700cc3a7|d7376d6f84c54357a25a30f369766437|0|0|636538122479101107&sdata=y3f3IQ2jr1nMdNNk/ii3UrpAsjvm%2B3uInjXkiraSMSM%3D&reserved=0


Easy Ways to Advocate

• Write a letter
• Email
• Call (even after hours!)
• Attend events or listening sessions (check 

Facebook or sign up for their email list)
• Go with a group



Develop a Relationship

• You don’t need to go in first 
time with an Ask

• Find a commonality
• Find a way to follow-up
• You are a resource



You Don’t Need to be an expert: 
Tell Your Story

“Our daughter has 
significant disabilities, 

limiting her to a 
wheelchair. Without 
the necessary help, 
our family suffers 

many of the mental 
and physical 

challenges associated 
with it. It is extremely 
exhausting on a daily 
basis to care for our 

daughter. We are very 
desperate to keep all 

help available.”
– Burnett, WI

“Prior to these 
services our son was 

not able to do 
anything 

independently. The 
help from several 

services has not only 
given our son some 
independence but it 

has also helped us our 
family tremendously 

financially.” 

– Oshkosh, WI



Get Comfortable with the Issues 

• Sign up for The Arc Wisconsin list: www.arcwi.org
• Survival Coalition: http://www.survivalcoalitionwi.org/
• Sign up for BPDD newsletter: https://wi-bpdd.org/

http://www.arcwi.org/
http://www.survivalcoalitionwi.org/
https://wi-bpdd.org/


For More Information

www.arcwi.org

(608) 422-4250

Sign up for alerts: 

text THEARCWISCONSIN to 
22828


