
 
 

  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

New Health Care Proposal is Bad for 

People with autism in Wisconsin: Act Now  

What is Being Proposed? 
 
On September 14 Senators Lindsey Graham (R-SC), Bill Cassidy (R-LA), Dean Heller (R-NV), Ron 
Johnson (R-WI) and former US Senator Rick Santorum (R-PA) unveiled the latest attempt to 
repeal the Affordable Care Act. Just like previous proposals, this bill includes significant cuts 
to Medicaid and weakens key health care protections for children and adults with disabilities. 
The bill would change Medicaid’s funding structure to a block grant or per capita cap. There is 
no longer a guarantee that people with pre-existing conditions can access or afford coverage. 
 
The bill would cap federal Medicaid funding at a set amount per beneficiary, regardless of a 
states’ actual costs.  The cap would grow more slowly each year than the projected growth, 
thus creating a larger gap over time.  
 

 
 
 
People with autism in Wisconsin may qualify for many different 
types of supports from birth through adulthood. Medicaid generally 
is the only source of funds for people with autism to live and work in 
the community. In Wisconsin Medicaid funds important programs like 
Family Care, IRIS, the Children’s waiver, BadgerCare, mental health 
programs, Katie Beckett, autism services, personal care, and 
important therapies (speech, occupational (OT) and physical (PT)) 
that are often provided in schools. Many of these are “optional 
services” in Medicaid. Analysts have predicted that optional 
services are at significant risk of being cut or eliminated when 
states must budget under a block grant or per capita cap. 
 
Wisconsin has worked hard to eliminate waiting lists for services. 
Adults with disabilities who qualify for Family Care and IRIS long-
term care no longer have to wait for supports. The state budget 
passed recently includes funding to eliminate waiting for children 
with significant disabilities, including autism. Analysts have 
predicted that states may have to respond to per capita cap 
funding reductions by restricting eligibility, reducing services or 
instituting waiting lists.  

 

How will this Impact People with autism in Wisconsin?  
 



 
 

How much funding could Wisconsin lose?  

 

There has not been time for a thorough analysis of 
the bill’s impact. Early estimates show Wisconsin 
may not lose funding immediately, but by 2027 
Medicaid per capita cap cuts become increasingly 
severe.  Non-partisan organizations predict 
Wisconsin stands to lose nearly $3 billion by 2027 
and up to $29 billion by 2036 as compared to current 
law. Block grants under the Graham-Cassidy bill end 
in 2026 creating a cliff. If they are not renewed, 
federal funding for coverage nationally would 
decrease by $240 billion in 2027 alone. 
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What happens next?  

 
The U.S. Senate is trying to pass 
this bill by September 30 in order to 
use a special budgeting process. If 
the bill passes, it is expected to go 
immediately to the House of 
Representatives for a vote and then 
on to the President for signature 
into law.  

 

“Cuts to Medicaid funding could have a 
profound effect on the progress that’s 

been made in Wisconsin and will be 
devastating to the families affected by 

autism we serve.”  
 

– May 26, 2017  
Letter to U.S. Senator Ron Johnson 

from 3 Wisconsin autism organizations 
 

What can you do?  

 
The fate of this bill lies with Wisconsin’s members of Congress. They will be acting by 
September 30.  First call Senators Ron Johnson and Tammy Baldwin; then call 
Representatives in the House including Speaker Ryan, Congressmen Grothman, Kind, 
Duffy, Gallagher, Sensenbrenner, Pocan and Congresswoman Moore.  
 
Call the main Capitol line to be directed to your Rep: (202) 224-3121 
 
Call your local media (the newspaper, radio or T.V. station). Tell them you are 

concerned about this bill and offer to tell your story.  

tel://2022243121/

